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Police Deception During Interrogation 
and Its Surprising Influence on Jurors’ 
Perceptions of Confession Evidence 
The Jury Expert, Vol. 22 Issue 6, available  at: 

www.astcweb.org/public/publication/article.cfm/1
/22/6/Police-Deception-During-Interrogation-and-
Influence-on-Jurors 

 
This article asks: do jurors decide cases differ-
ently when the police use false-evidence ploys 
during interrogation? The writers set up an ex-
periment in which  two groups of  people read  
trial summaries of a case. One group’s summary  
contained a false-evidence ploy, the other 
group’s summary contained no such ploy. Par-
ticipants who read the false-evidence summary 
also read an interrogation transcript that de-
picted a demeanor, testimonial or scientific 
false-evidence ploy. All participants rendered 
verdicts and those who convicted the defendant 
also recommended sentences. The people who 
read the false-evidence ploys rated the interro-
gations as more coercive and deceptive than the 
people who did not. This group also recom-
mended lighter sentences than the control 
group. The authors conclude that “this outcome 
suggests jurors viewed the defendant exposed 
to police deception as less deserving of punish-
ment even though the crime, the evidence, and 
the presence of the confession were identical.”   

 
The authors make seven recommendations for  
attorneys, including: “Defense attorneys should 
attempt to introduce an expert witness in the 

area of false confessions, to educate jurors 
...when appropriate, voir dire should include 
questions concerning false confessions and the 
degrees to which jurors see themselves and oth-
ers as capable of making a false confession.”         

 

Blawg: Social Media for Law Firms 
http://www.socialmediaforlawfirms.com/ 

 
Some of the more well-read posts on this blawg 
include: “Is your Law Firm on Wikipedia?” “How 
To: Law Firm Facebook Pages” and “LinkedIn 
Tips for Lawyers.” The purpose of this blog is to 
“help legal professionals learn how to use social 
media in their marketing strategies.” Those of 
you who have put off diving headfirst into social 
media may want to scan this blog for ideas and 
articles of how to use social media to boost your 
practice.   

 

Free Database of Worldwide IP Laws 
and Treaties www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/ 

 
The World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) has launched an online database of pat-
ent, trademark, copyright, trade secret and 
competition laws and regulations. The home 
page includes tabs for member states’ profiles, 
and treaties, and also has a newsfeed for treaty 
info.  Full text search is available, and includes 
many English translations for countries such as 
China.     
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Free Caselaw search in Google Scholar  
       Google now provides a way to search caselaw for free, via google scholar. 
Google has made available state appellate and supreme court cases since 1950; 
US federal district, appellate tax and bankruptcy courts since 1923; and US su-
preme court case since 1791. You can access it by going to http://
scholar.google.com and choosing the button for legal opinions and journals. 
For the best results, click on the  Advanced Scholar Search link.  Once in Ad-
vanced Search, scroll down to the bottom of the page and choose the option 
for federal courts or State courts (see below).  

 

 

 

Google doesn’t have Keycite or Shephardizing, but clicking on the How Cited  
tab will get you snippet examples of how the case is cited (in all kinds of docu-
ments) as well as a list of Cited by cases that cite it and Related documents,  
which are cases similar in structure or content (see below).   There is no option 
for finding a case by citation, but you can “force” one by typing in the citation 
in quotes and using the in the title of the article option. 
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Website: The Proceedings of the Old Bailey, 1674-1913  
www.oldbaileyonline.org 

“A fully searchable edition of the largest body of texts detailing the lives 
of non-elite people ever published, containing 197,745 criminal trials held 
at London's central criminal court.” 
Frustrated with your current case? Take a break and read the case regard-
ing Grand Larceny that took place on Jan. 10th 1787, which records that 
the Marquis Granbury was indicted for stealing: three geese, one silk hand-
kerchief, a shirt, a pair of breeches, stockings and a towel. Maybe it’s just 
me, but the court proceedings don’t read all that differently from today’s.    

Just for Fun 

CLE  news 

 
Because of changes at the State Bar Association, we are no longer offering 
the “Representing Texas Children in Abuse Cases” CLE course. It is avail-
able online only at www.texasbarcle.com. 

 
Two of the CLEs available from the library are “Advanced Criminal Law” 
and “Attorney Ad Litem Certification for Guardianship.” The Advanced 
Criminal Law course is administered through the Law Library and as such 
requires a fee of $595 for one person or $465 each for two or more. Attor-
neys retain the course materials.  The Guardianship certification course is 
available as self-study and qualifies attorneys for Guardian Ad Litem ap-
pointments. This course is free and the materials are returned to the Law 
Library upon completion of the course.  

 
For more information, or to reserve either of these courses, please con-
tact a Law Librarian at 972-548-4255.    

 
The Collin County 
Courthouse (and 
the Law Library) 
will be closed on 

the following 
holidays: 

 
April 22, for Good 

Friday  
May 30, for Me-

morial Day  
 
 



A L i t t l e  Lega l  Humor  
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Truth, Justice and Information for All 
is published by the Collin  County Law 
Library, Editor:  Ellen Heavner 

 

Printed in cooperation with the Collin 
County GIS Department, Director: Tim 
Nolan 

                                               Reprinted with permission 

New on the Shelf: 

• Confessions, by John Stride with John Rolater, 2010 ed.  

• O’Connor’s Federal Rules: Civil Trials, 2011. 

• O’ Connor’s Texas Causes of Action, 2011.  

• O’Connor’s Texas Rules: Civil Rules, 2011.  

• Texas Pattern Jury Charges: Malpractice, Premises, Products, 
2010. 

• Texas Pattern Jury Charges: Business, Consumer, Insurance, Em-
ployment, 2010.  

• Texas Workers’ Compensation Manual, 2011.     
 
The Law Library will   
be celebrating Na-
tional Law Day on 
May 2, 2011. 
 
Come on out and 
help us celebrate this 
year’s theme : The 
Legacy of John Ad-
ams, from Boston to 
Guantanamo.  


