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Veteran’s Services 
 

Is The Veteran 
Qualified 

Surviving  
Spouse  

Surviving 
Child(ren) 

Helpless  
Child 

Surviving  
Parent 

If child qualified as 
helpless child? 

Are they qualified as 
parents? and 

Do parents meet income 
requirements? 

 
File with VARO 

If no, not qualified for
DIC 

Not included on surviving 
spouse’s DIC; and 

 
Unmarried; and 

He/she married before 
1/1/1957; or 

Married to service member 
who died on active duty; or 

Married the veteran within 15 
years of discharge from the 
period of military service 

Was married to the veteran 
for at least 1 year; or 

 

Had a child with the 
veteran; and 

Cohabited with the veteran 
continuously until the 

veterans death; or 

If separated, was not at fault 
for the separation; and 

 

Is not currently married. 
 

 
File with VARO 

Under age 18 or 
Between 18 and 23 and 

attending school

File with VARO 
 

File with VARO 
 


