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peanut patty. Along with McCraw's Taffy, it became well known in
Texas and the South as a popular McCraw Candies product.

Collin County Historical Commission



McKinney and Collin
County were named
after Collin McKinney,
an early pioneer, judge
and land surveyor of
Texas. In 1836, he
helped write and sign
the Texas Declaration
of Independence. His
home was built of
lumber hauled by

ox cart from Jefferson,
Texas.
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Due to Collin McKinney’s influence, most Texas counties are
square and approximately thirty miles across allowing the
most remote settler to get to the centrally located county
seat, conduct his business, and return home before nightfaill.
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On May 31, 1849, the county seat for Collin County was
established in McKinney, located in the center of 120 acres
of land donated by Mr. and Mrs. William Davis. This land is
also known as the "Old Donation Survey.”



Settlers came to North Texas for free and inexpensive land. The
rich soil produced crops to feed their families and trade for

other things to sustain them.



The City of Allen was named for Ebenezer Allen who was
Secretary of State for the Republic of Texas and also the Attorney
General for the State of Texas. Ebenezer Allen was instrumental
in securing the charter for the Galveston and Red river Railroad

Company in 1848. It later became the Houston and Texas Central
Railway, which came to Allen in 1874.



Grocery Store

Odd Fellows Lodge #249
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Bush’s Dry Goods

Downtown Allen 1915




Woodmen of the World Building
Hotel Also first library
Then Allen Telephone Company

Bolin General Merchandise
also owned by the Howlet, Hamilton
and Bolls families
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Harringon and McGarrah
Notions Store
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Matthews and Brown
Implement Store

Cafe
also Post Office

Welby Cundiff Drug store

Downstairs



The Anna Train Depot was built in 1885, a few years after the
first train came through Anna. The depot was originally located
acress the railroad fracks from where is currently sits. Since
2018 it has a permanent home in Sherley Heritage Park and is

called Anna Depot and Museum. It is Thought fo be the oldest
depot in Texas.

The Depot needed extensive renovations and two expensive

moves. The process of raising funds and planning started in
2004,

This is what the Depot looked like
before it was moved and restored.




‘0bD SJD2A AUDW SD/M

11 s0 [snl 2|Ds JoJ SDM LDY4 2SIPUDYII2W Y4 SO 2WOS 235 UDD NoA ‘smopuim 244
U1 y22d NoA T "p(os 24am sdoud Jaray4 uaym Aod pjnom A2y} 10YL SLUNODIID ULLIIM
pupy 0} W2yl PpD Jo spoob Ang p|nod SuaWoLsn) HI0452A1 pUD juawdinb2 wJo}
‘Jaquin| ‘aJn4iudny buipnjous spoob Jo au| 212|dwod D pjos Aay L “Duuy Ui buip(ing
%214q $Sd14 244 SDM 4T "¥ubd 26D} 1UaH A2[J2yS LIOJ} SSOIID UOIDIO| fuasaud

2y} Ul 4INq SA2[J2YS 2Y4 6881 UI 'T8B8T Ul P2Ys!|qD4sa SDM 24045 Aajuays 2y L




bt e

SR,

The first railroad came to Anna in 1872 before it was even a Town. If carried goods
to and from the area. It also carried people to nearby Towns and even info Dallas
and Sherman. Another railroad for people, the Electric Train (Interurban) came
later and was less expensive to travel on. Anna became an incorporated Town in
1913. Over the years there were five frains that came through Anna. Have you

seen a train roll through Anna?



= Al

L BAKK

¥

3 - o -

g !,r'
[[_, At Sy 76
¢

The first bank in Celina, known as the First National Bank, was
established in 1902. It was housed in a small wooden structure
at the corner of Second and Main.



Chambersville Methodist Church

¢ 1A fI ].S"l




=0
=

l
|

lL

] |
)

——
p ]
ir
T
>4
| s

AL X

One of the oldest houses in Farmersville was built in 1865 by Anna
Melissa Bain on six acres of land which included the east side of the

square. The house was given to the Farmersville Historical Society
by Mrs. Bain’s great-granddaughters.
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Audie Murphy, from the Farmersville area, was America’s
most decorated soldier of World War Il and later became a

- movie star. In 1973 a memorial was dedicated to him and

others who have served this country in the armed forces.
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FARMERSVILLE

Onions became the main crop for local farmers during the
1920’s and 1930’s. They were shipped on the railroads

from the four onion platforms. During the 1930’s an annual
onion festival was held on the town square.
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John Faires was born on October 23,
1801. In 1851, John packed up his
seven children and moved them by
himself to McKinney, Texas. He built
his house in 1854 and opened a
blacksmith shop nearby. He was
also a wonderfully talented
woodworker. His hand-chiseled
front door still waits to welcome

you into the Faires House. John also
helped build one of the first bridges
across Wilson Creek. He was an
important citizen of McKinney. He
died at the age of 77 on November
24,1878.

Pocket John
Faires

Color John and cut him
out. Take pictures with
him around the house
and around town having
splendid adventures.
Have your parents post
your pictures to
Instagram and Facebook
be sure to tag Chestnut
Square. Include
#mckinneystrong,
#chestnutsquare,
#pocketprairiepeopleof
chestnutsquare. Also,
bring John to Chestnut
Square and visit the
Faires House on a tour.
You will receive one
free ticket for a village
tour.




Pocket Nancy
Wilmeth

Color Nancy and cut her out.
Take pictures with her around
the house and around town
having splendid adventures.
Have your parents post your
pictures to Instagram and
Facebook be sure to tag
Chestnut Square. Include
#mckinneystrong,
#chestnutsquare,
#pocketprairiepeopleofchestnut
square, Also, bring Nancy to
Chestnut Square and visit the
Wilmeth Schoolhouse on a tour.
You will receive one free ticket
for a village tour.

Nancy Ferguson Wilmeth was born on
January 1, 1807 in Tennessee. She was
a true pioneer woman. She came to
Texas in 1845 with her husband, JB,
and ten of her children. Nancy was an
expert weaver and drove a wagon
carrying her spinning wheel, loom,
silkworms, and mulberry saplings.
When faced with the threat of a
Comanche raid and the prospect of
having to return to Tennessee, Nancy
sat down on a fallen log and refused to
leave Texas. She assisted her husband
with establishing the first free public
school in Collin County. She raised
sheep, spun their wool into thread,
wove it into material, and sewed
clothes for her family. During the Civil
War, Nancy ran the family farm while
her husband and sons were away at
war. She and JB lived a long, happy life

in McKinney. She passed away on
January, 14, 1892 one day before her

beloved husband.
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Moved to Chestnut Square in
1994, the Foote Baptist

bell tower and holds Hmor\\m \\

guests for weddings or

church services.
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One of McKinney’s most
prominent citizens was
James W. Throckmorton.
During the Civil War,
General Throckmorton
organized McKinney’s
Co. K, an outstanding
Cavadiry unit, Later, he
served as president of
the Constitutional
Convention as well as
the eleventh governor
of Texas. His statue stands

on our downtown square.
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Hunter Farrell built the Heritage Farmstead in 1891. ]
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The farmstead includes three barns and many Hunter Farrell construyé la Granja Heritage en 1891. La granja
outbuildings, such as sheds and garages! His daughter, incluye tres graneros y muchos edificios, jtales como cobertizos y

Ammie Wilson, took over the farm and raised garajes! La hija de Hunter Farrell, Ammie Wilson, se hizo cargo de
award-winning livestock. In 1986 the 4.5 acre farm la granja y crio ganado premiado. En 1986, la granja de 4.5

was turned into the Heritage Farmstead Museum. hectareas se convirtio en el Museo-Granja Heritage.
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In 1902 the St. Louis- San Francisco railway company built
its railroad through north central Texas. People bought
land near the railroad and built their homes and businesses
in what is now historic downtown Frisco.
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Built in 1913, this building on Weston's Main Street used to
be the Guaranty State Bank. This bank was once robbed
and the vault blown up in 1922. Recently, it became Texas
Range Honey but has since closed.
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ﬂlE STORY GOES I
YOU FAT-HEAD! i
I TOLD YOU TO GO ‘

THAT A PIONEER
ENTERED THE
NORTHEAST CORNER
OF TEXAS
AROUND 1840.

SUDDENLY HIS

WAGON HIT LEFT BACK THERE,
A ROUGH PATCH ' BUT NO--O...
OF ROAD AND

BROKE A WHEEL.
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W WELL. THERE
GOES THE
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THE OLDEST TOWN IN COLLIN COUNTY EMERGED ON WESIQN

THAT SPOT AND THE LEGEND INSPIRED ITS LOGO.



FOR CONTRIBUTING TO
THIS COLORING BOOK

Allen Heritage Guild
Amy Kelly
Anna Area Historical Preservation Society

Celina Area Heritage Association
Farmersville Historical Society
Heritage Association of Frisco
Heritage Village at Chestnut Square
) The Plano Conservancy
Nicole Singh
Weston Heritage Guild

UWant to. contribute a page to the coloring
book?

Email your submission to
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Cate Robbins S
i

CCHCmail@yahoo.com
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Collin County Historical Commission



