
471ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
FIRST EMERGENCY STANDING ORDER REGARDING 

COVID-19 STATE OF DISASTER 
 

WHEREAS Governor Abbott has declared a state of disaster in all 254 counties 
in the State of Texas in response to the imminent threat of the COVID-19 pandemic; 
and 

WHEREAS the Supreme Court of Texas and the Court of Criminal Appeals of 
Texas have jointly issued their own First Emergency Order Regarding the COVID-19 
State of Disaster, authorizing Texas courts to take action in response to that threat; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. No in-person hearings or trials (bench or jury) will be held in the 471st 
District Court prior to April 17, 2020; 

2. All hearings currently scheduled between March 16, 2020, and April 17, 
2020, will be taken on submission as noticed, unless the matter set for hearing is 
withdrawn by the moving party; 

3. All evidentiary hearings set between March 16, 2020, and April 17, 
2020, will be subject to the Temporary Procedures for Evidentiary Hearings 
and Emergency Relief set forth below and incorporated here by reference; 

4. All requests for emergency relief sought between March 16, 2020, and 
April 17, 2020, will be subject to the Temporary Procedures for Evidentiary 
Hearings and Emergency Relief set forth below and incorporated here by 
reference; 

5. Unless agreed to by all parties and permitted by the Court, all existing 
deadlines and scheduling orders remain in effect, except that all deadlines falling on 
or between March 16, 2020, and April 17, 2020, for (a) oral depositions, (b) mediations, 
and (c) any other matter requiring the in-person appearance of a litigant, attorney, 
or witness, are extended until May 18, 2020; and 

6. This Order, including any sub-part hereof, may be extended by further 
Order of this Court. 

SO ORDERED on March 15, 2020. 

        /s/ Andrea K. Bouressa   
PRESIDING JUDGE 

  



Temporary Procedures for Evidentiary Hearings and Emergency Relief 

 Pursuant to the First Emergency Standing Order Regarding COVID-19 State 
of Disaster entered by the 471st District Court, the following Temporary Rules govern 
evidentiary hearings and emergency relief set or requested on or before April 17, 
2020: 

Temporary Rule No. 1: Pursuant to the First Emergency Order Regarding 
the COVID-19 State of Disaster entered by the Supreme Court of Texas and the Court 
of Criminal Appeals of Texas, the 471st District Court will consider as evidence, in 
lieu of all live testimony, sworn written statements made out of court, including 
signed affidavits and declarations. 

Temporary Rule No. 2: All evidence offered in support of a motion or 
application to the Court (including written affidavits and declarations) must be filed 
at least 5 business days before the date of the hearing thereon, except in the case of 
an emergency motion or application. 

Temporary Rule No. 3: All evidence offered in opposition to a motion or 
application to the Court (including written affidavits and declarations) must be filed 
at least 3 business days before the date of the hearing thereon, except in the case of 
an emergency motion or application. 

Temporary Rule No. 4: All objections to evidence offered in support of, or in 
opposition to, a motion or application to the Court (including objections to written 
affidavits and declarations) must be filed at least 24 hours before the date and time 
of the hearing thereon, except in the case of an emergency motion or application. 

Temporary Rule No. 5: For purposes of complying with Local Rule 2.4 
(“Application for Temporary Restraining Order and Other Ex Parte Orders”), notice 
under Rule 2.4(a) will be considered satisfied if a copy of the written motion or 
application, and proposed order thereon, is emailed to the opposing party’s counsel, 
or to the opposing party if unrepresented by counsel, at least 2 hours before it is 
submitted to the Court. 

Temporary Rule No. 6: Any email sent under Temporary Rule No. 5 should 
be forwarded, with attachments, to 471@collincountytx.gov no sooner than 2 hours 
after the initial email was sent. 

Temporary Rule No. 7: Any email sent under Temporary Rule No. 6, and 
any other ex parte motion or application for emergency relief, should be (a) filed, and 
(b) emailed, together with a proposed order, to 471@collincountytx.gov with a 
“Subject” line reading as follows: “EMERGENCY RELIEF REQUESTED – Cause No. 
471-#####-20##.” 
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Temporary Rule No. 8: Every email to the Court should reflect copies to all 
counsel of record and unrepresented parties, unless irreparable harm is imminent 
and there is insufficient time to notify the opposing party or counsel, or notifying the 
opposing party or counsel would impair or annul the Court’s power to grant the 
requested relief, as set forth in Local Rule 2.4(b). 

Temporary Rule No. 9: Any party’s attempt to exploit the COVID-19 
disaster to gain advantage in litigation through the filing of frivolous or groundless 
pleadings, or through refusal to make reasonable scheduling accommodations 
necessitated by the COVID-19 disaster, may be met with sanctions. 

SO ORDERED on March 15, 2020. 

 

        /s/ Andrea K. Bouressa   
PRESIDING JUDGE 

 

 


