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STANDING ORDER ON CHILDREN, PROPERTY & CONDUCT OF PARTIES 

On their own motion, the district judges issue this standing order, which shall apply to suits 

for dissolution of marriage and suits affecting the parent-child relationship, for the protection of 

the parties and their children, and for the preservation of their property. 

1. SUITS FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

While a suit for dissolution of marriage is pending, it is ORDERED that each party is

prohibited from: 

1.1 Intentionally communicating in person or in any other manner, including by telephone 

or another electronic voice transmission, video chat, in writing, or electronic messaging, 

with the other party by use of vulgar, profane, obscene, or indecent language or in a 

coarse or offensive manner, with intent to annoy or alarm the other party; 

1.2 Threatening the other party in person or in any other manner, including by telephone 

or another electronic voice transmission, video chat, in writing, or electronic messaging, 

to take unlawful action against any person, intending by this action to annoy or alarm 

the other party; 

1.3 Placing a telephone call, anonymously, at an unreasonable hour, in an offensive and 

repetitious manner, or without a legitimate purpose of communication with the intent 

to annoy or alarm the other party; 

1.4 Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly destroying, removing, concealing, encumbering, 

transferring, or otherwise harming or reducing the value of the property of the parties 

or either party with intent to obstruct the authority of the court to order a division of 

the estate of the parties in a manner that the court deems just and right, having due 

regard for the rights of each party and any children of the marriage; 

1.5 Intentionally falsifying a writing or record, including an electronic record, relating to the 

property of either party; 

1.6 Intentionally misrepresenting or refusing to disclose to the other party or to the court, 

on proper re.quest, the existence, amount, or location of any tangible or intellectual 

property of the parties or either party, including electronically stored or recorded 

information; 

1.7 Intentionally or knowingly damaging or destroying the tangible or intellectual property 

of the parties or either party, including electronically stored or recorded information; 

1.8 Intentionally or knowingly tampering with the tangible or intellectual property of the 

parties or either party, including electronically stored or recorded information, and 

causing pecuniary loss or substantial inconvenience to the other party; 



1.9 Unless specifically au�horized by'the Court:. 
1.9.1 Selling., transferring, assigning; mo'rtgaging,.enclimbering, or in any other 

manner alienating any of the property of the·parties or either party, regardless 
of whether the property is: 
a) Personal property, real property, or intellectua.1 property; or
b) Separate 9r community property;

1.9.2 Incurring anydebt, other than legal expenses in connection with the suit for 
dissolution of marriage·; 

1.9.3 Withdrawing · money from any checking or savings account in a financial 
institution for any purpose; 

1.9.4 Spending any. money in either party's possession or subject to either party's 
control for any pui'pose; 

1.9.5 Withdrawing .or .borrowing money in any mariner for any purpose from a 
retirement, profit sharing, pension, death, ·or other employee benefit plan, 
employee savings plan, individual retirement account, or Keogh account of 
either party; or 

1.9.6 Withdrawing or borrowing in any manner all, or any part of the cash surrender 
value of a life insurance policy on the life of.eith'eF party or a child of the parties; 

1.10 Entering any safe deposit box in the name of or subject to the control of the parties or 
either party, whether jndivldually or jointly with othe'rs; 

1.11 Changing or in any'n:ianner altering the be'neficiafy. d�signation on any life insurance 
policy on the life of.either party or a child of the parties; 

1.12 Cancelling, altering, failingto renew or pay premiums oh, or in any manner affecting the 
level of coverage that existed at the time the suit was flied of, any life, casualty, 
automobile, or health insurance policy insuring ·the parties' property or persons, 
including a child of the parties; 

1.13 Opening or dhierting;mail or e-mail or any other electronic communication addressed 
to the other party; 

1.14 Signing or endorsing the other party's name .on any negotiable instrument, check, or 
draft, including a tax refund, .insurance payme�t; and ·dividend, or attempting to 
negotiate any n'egotiable instrument payable to the other party without the personal 
signature .Pf the other party; 

1.15 Taki�g any,action to terminate or limit credit or charge credit cards in the name of the 
other party; · 

1.16. Discontinuing or reducing the withholding for federal income taxes from either party's 
wages or salary; 

1.17 Destroying, disposing of, or altering any financial records of .the parties, including a 
canceled check, deposit slip, and other records from a financial institution, a record of 
credit purchases or cash advances, a tax return, a�d. a flnan�ial statement; 

Standing Order on Children, Property, & Conduct of Parties Pagelof5 



1.18 Destroying, disposing of, or altering any e-mail, _text message, video message, or chat 
message or other electronic data or electronically stored information relevant to the 
subject matter of the suit for dissolution of marriage, regardless of whether the 
information is storeq on a hard drive, in a removable storage device, in cloud storage, 
or in another electronic storage.medium; 

1.19 Modifying, changing, or altering the native format or metadata of any electronic data 
or electronic.ally stored information relevant to the subject matter of the suit for 
dissolution of marriage, regardless of whether the information is stored on a hard drive, 
in a removable storage device, in cloud storage, or in another electronic storage 
medium; 

1.20 Deleting any data or content from any social network·profile used or created by either 
party or a child of the parties; 

1.21 Using any password or personal identification number to ga_in access to the other party's 
e-mail account, bank' account, social media account, or any other electronic account;

1.22 Terminating or in any manner affecting the service ofwater, electricity, gas, telephone, 
cable television, o·r any other contra.ctual. service;_ ind_uding security, pest control, 
landscaping, or yard, maintenance at the 'residenq!•of either party, or in any manner 
attempting to withdraw any· deposit paid in connection with any of those services; 

1.23 Excluding the other party from the use and enjoyment of a specifically identified 
' '  

' 

residence of the other·party; or 
1.24 Entering, operating, or exercising control over a motor vehicle in the possession of the 

other party. 

2. SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATIONS

This standing order does not:

2.1 Exclude a party from occupyin&i the party's residence;
2.2 Prohibit a party from spending funds for reason"able,and necessary living expenses;
2.3 Prohibit a party from engaging in acts reasonable and necessary to conduct that party's

usual business and occupation; 

3. SUITS AFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP

While a suit affecting the parent-child relationship is pending, it is ORDERED that each party
is prohibited from: 

3.1 During the pend ency of an original suit, removing a child from the State of Texas for the 
purpose of changing the child's residence, acting directly or .In concert with others, 
without the written agreement of the parties or an order from.the presiding judge; 

3.2 During the pendency of an original suit, disrupting. or 'h'.ithdrawing a child from the 
school or day-care facility where the child is presently: enrolled, without the written 
agreement of the parties or an order from the pres)ding judge; 

3.3 During the pendency of an original suit, changing a child's current place of abode, 
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without the written agreement of the parties.or an order from the presiding judge; 
3.4 Hiding or secreting a ·child from the other parent; or 
3.5 Disturbing the peace of a child 

4. MANDATORY EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

Within 30 days of a parent's appearance in a suit affectil')g t.he parent-child relationship, and
before any hearing on temporary orders, each parent shall produce the following: 

4.1 Information sufficient to accurately identify that parent's net resources and ability to 
pay child support; 

4.2 Copies of income tax returns for the past two years, a financial statement, and current 
pay stubs; 

4.3 Regarding each child's health insurance: the name ofthe carrier, the policy number, a 
copy of the policy and. schedule of benefits;'a health •insurance membership card, and 
proof of the cost of the child.'s portion of the premiums; and 

4.4 Regarding each·child's dental insurance: the name of the carrier, the policy number, a 
copy of the policy and.schedule of benefits, a de.ntal insurance membership card, and 
proof of the cost of the child's portion of the premiums. 

5. SERVICE & APPLICATION'OF THIS ORDER

Each party must i:ittach a copy of this order to tbe party's ·live pleading. This order is
effective upon the filing of an original petition and shall rem-ain'in.full force and effect as a 
temporary restraining order for fourteen:days after tli.e dat� 'of the filing of the original petition. 
'If no party contests this order, by presenting evidence at a h_e�ring on or before fourteen days 
after the date of the filing of the original petition, this order shall continue in full force and 
effect as a temporary injun�ion until further order of this court. This entire order will terminate 
and will no longer be effective when the court signs a final c;>rder or the case is dismissed. 

6. EFFECT OF OTHER COURY,ORDERS

If any part of this order conflicts·with any part of a protectiVe order, the protective order
shall prevail. Any portion of t�is order not changed by a subsequent order remains in full force 
and effect until the court signs a final order. 
7. MEDIATION

The parties are encouraged to settle their dispu,tes amicably w,ithout court intervention. The
parties are encouraged to use alternative dispute resolution methods, such as mediation, to 
resolve the conflicts that may arise in this lawsuit. 

SIGNED ON THE 3Ro DAY OF OCTOBER, 2019. 

Standing Order on Children, Property, & Conduct of Parties Page4 o/5 



199rH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

(�. 
HON. JOHN ROACH, JR. 
296TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

H��J�N
1 
�I�: Yi 

380TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

416TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

LL WILLIS 
429r JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

HON.PPfRM CRAW 
459TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

at �. �, i �-
HON. ANDREA BOURESSA 
471sr JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

Standing Order an Children, Property, & Conduct of Parties 

--z:: � 
HON. TOM NOWAK 
355TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

�¼{L}� 
HON. CYNTHIA WHELESS 
417TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

Page 5 of 5 

~~~~~ oo.JENNIFRfEwoii 
219TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

HO 




