ORDINANCE NO. 4569

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHARDSON, TEXAS, ORDERING A
SPECIAL ELECTION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME RULE CITY
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF RICHARDSON TO BE HELD ON MAY 2, 2026;
PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION AND POSTING OF NOTICE; PROPOSING
AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME RULE CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF
RICHARDSON; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ELECTION
SERVICES CONTRACTS WITH THE DALLAS COUNTY AND COLLIN COUNTY
ELECTIONS DEPARTMENTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council appointed a Charter Commission to review the City Charter
for the purpose of making recommendations to the City Council for appropriate amendments to

cause the Charter to be approved by the voters at an election called for such purpose on May 2,
2026; and

WHEREAS, the Charter Commission completed its review and provided a report of
recommendations to the City Council for appropriate amendments to the City Charter; and

WHEREAS, the City Council, after due consideration, desires to conduct an election on
proposed amendments to the Charter on the uniform election date of May 2, 2026;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF RICHARDSON, TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That a special election is hereby ordered for May 2, 2026, for the purpose
of submitting to the voters of the City for their approval or disapproval the proposed amendments
to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Richardson, Texas contained in Exhibit “A” attached hereto
and made a part of this Ordinance for all purposes.

SECTION 2. That notice of the election on the proposed Charter amendments shall be
posted on the bulletin board used to post notice of the City Council meetings, be published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the City and must include a substantial copy of the proposed
Charter amendments and include an estimate of the anticipated fiscal impact to the City if the
proposed amendments are approved at the election. Said notice must be published on the same day
in each of two successive weeks, with the first publication occurring no earlier than the thirtieth
day and no later than the fourteenth day before the date of the election. A copy of the published
notice that contains the name of the newspaper and the date of publication shall be retained as a
record of such notice, and such person posting the notice shall make a record of the time of posting,
starting date and the place of posting.

SECTION 3. That the election on the proposed Charter amendments shall be conducted
in accordance with election contracts between the City of Richardson and Dallas County, and
between the City of Richardson and Collin County for the City Charter election on May 2, 2026.
The City Manager or designee is hereby authorized to execute election contracts with the Counties
of Dallas and Collin for the conduct of the election, and to approve any amendments thereto.



SECTION 4. That the City Secretary shall present the Charter amendment election returns
to the City of Richardson City Council at a City Council meeting for the canvassing of said election
in accordance with the Texas Election Code.

SECTION 5. That early voting by personal appearance for Collin County may be
conducted at the Collin County Elections Office, Voting Room, 2010 Redbud Blvd., Suite 102, or
at any of the other branch locations established by the election contracts. Early voting by personal
appearance will be conducted on April 20, 2026 from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., April 22, 2026,
through April 25, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., and April 27, 2026 through April 28, 2026
at 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., at the locations specified in the election contracts.

SECTION 6. That early voting by personal appearance for Dallas County may be
conducted at the Dallas County Elections Training Warehouse, Vote Center, 1460 Round Table
Dr., or at any of the other branch locations established by the election contracts. Early voting by
personal appearance will be conducted on April 20, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., April 22, 2026
through April 24, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., April 25, 2026 at 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., April
26,2026 at 12:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., and April 27, 2026 through April 28, 2026 at 7:00 a.m. until
7:00 p.m.

SECTION 7. That polling locations for the election will be determined in the election
contracts. The polling locations shall be open between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. the
date of election.

SECTION 8. That applications for early voting ballot by mail for Dallas County voters
shall be mailed to Dallas County Elections Department, Attn: Paul Adams, Early Voting Clerk,
1520 Round Table Drive, Dallas, Texas 75247. That applications for early voting ballot by mail
for Collin County voters shall be mailed to Kaleb Breaux, Joint Election Early Voting Clerk, Collin
County Elections Office, 2010 Redbud Boulevard, Suite 102, McKinney, Texas 75069.
Applications for early voting ballot by mail, if mailed, must be received no later than the close of
business on April 20, 2026. Applications for early voting ballot by mail delivered by personal
delivery shall be submitted to the Clerk’s office no later than the close of business on April 20,
2026.

SECTION 9. That a voting system or systems meeting the standards and requirements of
the Texas Election Code, as amended, is hereby adopted, and approved for this election.

SECTION 10. That pursuant to the election contracts, the Dallas and Collin County
Elections Administrators shall serve as Election Administrators for the part of the election
conducted in their respective counties. Presiding Election Judges and Alternate Presiding Election
Judges appointed to serve at said polling places shall be those election officials furnished by the
respective Elections Administrator from the list of proposed election judges listed in the election
contracts.

SECTION 11. That in compliance with Section 271.006 of the Texas Election Code, the
Dallas and Collin County Elections Administrators are appointed as Early Voting Clerks. Other
deputy early voting clerks will be appointed as needed to process early voting mail and to conduct
early voting by personal appearance at the branch locations.
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SECTION 12. That an Early Voting Ballot Board shall be created to process early voting
results in accordance with Section 87.007 of the Texas Election Code. The Early Voting Ballot
Boards shall be made up of members appointed in the manner stated in the election contracts and
the Presiding Judge and Alternate Presiding Judge of the Early Voting Boards shall be the election
officials listed in the election contracts.

SECTION 13. Each Charter amendment submitted must contain only one subject, and the
ballot shall be prepared in a manner that the voters may vote “FOR” or “AGAINST” any
amendment or amendments without voting “FOR” or “AGAINST” all of said amendments. Each
such proposed amendment, if approved by the majority of the qualified voters voting at said
election, shall become a part of the Charter of the City of Richardson, Texas.

SECTION 14. The ballot propositions for the proposed amendments to the Home Rule
Charter are as follows:

PROPOSITION A

Shall Article 2, Section 2.02, Article 18, Section 18.05, and Article 9,
Section 9.12 (b) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to make non-substantive
grammatical changes?

PROPOSITION B

Shall Article 2, Section 2.04 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
change the title and clarify the application of the city’s authority regarding the
development and operation of public improvements and buildings within and
outside the city?

PROPOSITION C

Shall Article 3, Section 3.03 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
clarify the process for the election of mayor pro tem by the city council?

PROPOSITION D

Shall Article 3, Section 3.04 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
increase the city council per diem compensation for attendance at city council
meetings from $100.00 to $150.00 not to exceed $7,800.00 per annum, and
beginning January 1, 2030 to increase the per diem to $200.00 not to exceed
$10,400.00 per annum?

PROPOSITION E
Shall Article 3, Section 3.06 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to

establish a process for adjudicating a charge of misconduct for a willful violation
of the charter by a member of the city council?
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PROPOSITION F

Shall Article 3, Section 3.10 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
clarify that members of the public have a reasonable opportunity to be heard at open
meetings of the city council?

PROPOSITION G

Shall Article 3, Section 3.13 of the Home Rule Charter be amended
regarding the persons who may serve subpoenas for the city council?

PROPOSITION H

Shall Article 3, Section 3.13, Article 6, Section 6.07, and Article 9, Section
9.12 (1), of the Home Rule Charter be amended to modernize the description of the
documents subject to a subpoena for production?

PROPOSITION I

Shall Article 3, Section 3.14 of the Home Rule Charter regarding persons
or officials under the charter authorized to administer oaths be repealed since such
authority is covered by state law?

PROPOSITION J

Shall Article 4, Section 4.02 and Section 4.04 of the Home Rule Charter be
amended to require council members elected for Places 1, 2, 3, and 4 to be a resident
of their corresponding district for at least one year prior to the date of election and
continuously reside in that district during their term of office?

PROPOSITION K

Shall Article 4, Section 4.03 and Article 14, Section 14.02 of the Home Rule
Charter be amended to make non-substantive changes to clarify that the word
“voters” means qualified voters of the city?

PROPOSITION L
Shall Article 5, Section 5.01 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to

clarify that the qualified voters of the city have the right to recall the mayor and city
council members?
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PROPOSITION M

Shall Article 5, Section 5.02 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
further clarify and detail the process and procedure for a petition for the qualified
voters to recall the mayor and city council members at an election called for such
purpose?

PROPOSITION N

Shall Article 5, Section 5.03 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
clarify that petitioning citizens for the recall of the mayor or city council member
must be residents of the city?

PROPOSITION O

Shall Article 6, Section 6.01 of the Home Rule Charter regarding the
appointment of the city manager and Article 6, Section 6.04 of the Home Rule
Charter regarding the removal of the city manager be amended by removing the
sentence “The city manager shall be removable at the will and pleasure of the city
council by a vote of the majority of the entire council,” from Article 6, Section 6.01
and relocating said sentence to Article 6, Section 6.04?

PROPOSITION P

Shall Article 6, Section 6.02 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
clarify that the city manager shall be a resident of the city?

PROPOSITION Q

Shall Article 6, Section 6.04 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to make
non-substantive clarification changes regarding the process for the removal of the
city manager?

PROPOSITION R

Shall Article 6, Section 6.05, subsection (¢) of the Home Rule Charter be
amended to clarify the duties of the city manager in exercising control over city
departments established by the city manager?

PROPOSITION S
Shall Article 6, Section 6.05, subsection (e) of the Home Rule Charter be

amended to clarify when the city manager may be absent from city council
meetings?
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PROPOSITION T

Shall Article 6, Section 6.05, subsection (¢) of the Home Rule Charter be
amended to authorize the city manager to designate a representative when absent
from a city council meeting?

PROPOSITION U

Shall Article 6, Section 6.06 of the Home Rule Charter regarding the
provisions requiring the city council to require the city manager to obtain a surety
bond be repealed?

PROPOSITION V

Shall Article 18, Section 18.08 of the Home Rule charter be amended by
changing the title from “Bonds of city official, employee or department director”
to “Insurance for city officials and employees” and to provide that the city council
shall obtain a crime policy or other appropriate insurance coverage to protect the
city from any loss caused by any city official, and city employee, including the city
manager, deemed necessary by the city council?

PROPOSITION W

Shall Article 7, Section 7.03 of the Home Rule Charter regarding the
qualifications of judge of the municipal court change the phrase “bona fide resident
of the City of Richardson” to read “resident of the City of Richardson”?

PROPOSITION X

Shall Article 7, Section 7.05 of the Home Rule Charter regarding the
compensation of the municipal court judges be repealed because they are set forth
in the approved budget of the city?

PROPOSITION Y

Shall Article 8, Section 8.03 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
clarify that city department directors prepare city department operating budgets for
the city manager?

PROPOSITION Z
Shall Article 9, Section 9.02 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to

require persons appointed by the city council to boards and commissions be a
resident of the city for at least one year prior to the date of such appointment?
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PROPOSITION AA

Shall Article 9, Section 9.10, subsections (b) and (d) and Article 9, Section
9.11 (c¢) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to make non-substantive
grammatical changes consistent with state law?

PROPOSITION BB

Shall Article 9, Section 9.10, subsection (d) of the Home Rule Charter be
amended to require all members of the zoning board of adjustment to vote on
matters before the zoning board of adjustment except as allowed by law?

PROPOSITION CC

Shall Article 9, Section 9.11 (b) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
eliminate the requirement for the civil service board to adopt rules regulating
reduction of forces of employees to allow such rules to be adopted in
interdepartmental rules and regulations?

PROPOSITION DD

Shall Article 9, Section 9.12 and Article 9, Section 9.11 of the Home Rule
Charter be amended by removing subsections (d) and (e) from Article 9, Section
9.12 and relocating them to Article 9, Section 9.11 as subsections (e) and (f)?

PROPOSITION EE

Shall Article 10, Section 10.04 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
require the civil service board to establish rules that afford an opportunity for all
city employees to apply for a civil service position prior to posting such position to
the public and external candidates?

PROPOSITION FF

Shall Article 10, Section 10.05 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
eliminate the minimum probation period for a civil service position, which will
allow the civil service board to establish a probationary period for each employee
classification?

PROPOSITION GG
Shall Article 10, Section 10.07 of the Home Rule Charter regarding the

establishment of the civil service appeals board, which is also set forth in Article 9,
Section 9.12 (a) of the Home Rule Charter, be repealed?
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PROPOSITION HH

Shall Article 11, Section 11.04 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
allow the city to publish notice of the public hearing for the city budget by means
allowed by state law?

PROPOSITION II

Shall Article 11, Section 11.04 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
clarify that members of the public may be present and express their opinion at the
public hearings for the city budget?

PROPOSITION JJ

Shall Article 14, Section 14.01 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
amend the requirements relating to the form and content of initiative petitions
submitted by the qualified voters of the city?

PROPOSITION KK

Shall Article 14, Section 14.01 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
change the required percentage of qualified voters required to sign a petition for
initiative from ten (10) percent to eight (8) percent?

PROPOSITION LL

Shall Article 14, Section 14.09 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
amend the requirements relating to the form and content of referendum petitions
submitted by the qualified voters of the city?

PROPOSITION MM

Shall Article 14, Section 14.09 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
change the required percentage of qualified voters required to sign a petition for
referendum from ten (10) percent to eight (8) percent?

PROPOSITION NN
Shall Article 17, Section 17.01 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to

retitle the Section from “Church and school property assessments” to “Property
assessments” and to change the word “church” to “religious organization”?
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PROPOSITION OO

Shall Article 17, Section 17.03 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
make non-substantive grammar corrections clarifying that city property is not
subject to liens, garnishments, and judgements consistent with state law?

PROPOSITION PP

Shall Article 18, Section 18.05 of the Home Rule Charter regarding the
establishment of the city public library be amended to apply to more than one
library?

PROPOSITION QQ

Shall Article 18, Section 18.07 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
authorize additional city officials who may take actions regarding the
condemnation of dangerous buildings and structures consistent with state law?

PROPOSITION RR

Shall Article 18 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to add Section 18.09
to provide for the continuity of government in event of a local disaster and a quorum
of the members of the city council are unable to attend meetings due to death,
disability, or injuries rendering such members of the city council unable to perform
the duties of a member of the city council?

PROPOSITION SS

Shall Article 18 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to add Section 18.10
to require the city council to enact a code of ethics to be reviewed at least once
every two years following its adoption?

PROPOSITION TT

Shall Article 19, Section 19.03 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
make non-substantive changes to clarify the procedures for the adoption of
amendments to the charter?

PROPOSITION UU

Shall Article 19, Section 19.06 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to
amend the title of the Section from Renumbering to Non-Substantive Changes to
provide authorization for city council by ordinance to make non-substantive
revisions and changes to the charter in addition to renumbering of articles, sections,
subsections, and paragraphs in the charter?
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PROPOSITION VV

Shall Article 19 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to add Section 19.07
to provide definitions for terms and phrases used in the charter?

PROPOSITION WW

Shall Article 3, Section 3.07 (b) Council Vacancies of the Home Rule Charter
be amended to clarify that in the event of a resignation of the mayor or council
member that the resigning member of the city council may not vote on the
appointment of that person’s replacement to fill the unexpired term of office?

PROPOSITION XX

Shall Article 3, Section 3.07 Council Vacancies of the Home Rule Charter be
amended to add subsection (c¢) to provide that if the mayor or a council member
announce their candidacy for another elective public office other than the office then
held or for another place on the city council or becomes a candidate for another
elective public office other than the office then held, after the effective date of this
subsection (c), such candidacy shall constitute an automatic resignation from office?

SECTION 14. That should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or
section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be void or unconstitutional, the same shall not
affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance, which shall remain in full force and
effect.

SECTION 15. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and
the publication of the caption, as the law and charter in such case provide.

DULY PASSED by the City Council of the City of Richardson, Texas, on the 9th day of

February, 2026.

APPROVED:
MAYOR
CORRECTLY ENROLLED:
CITY SECRETARY
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
CITY ATTORNEY
10
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Exhibit “A”

Shown below are the proposed amendments to the City Charter of the City of Richardson,
Texas. Deletions are indicated by a strikethrough (e.g :-aaa) and additions are indicated by
a double underline (e.g.:_aaa). The proposition stated in the accompanying ordinance to

which the amendment relates is indicated in the right margin of this document.
ARTICLE 2. - POWERS OF THE CITY

Section 2.02. - General powers adopted.

The enumeration of particular powers in the charter shall not be held or deemed to be
exclusive, but in addition to the powers enumerated herein; or implied thereby, or
appropriate to the exercise such powers. thereef; It is intended that the city shall have
and may exercise all ether-powers which, under the Constitution and laws of the State
of Texas;—t that would be competent for the charter to specifically te enumerate
herein. The Gity-efRichardsen city shall have and exercise all powers conferred upon
cities by what is known as the Home Rule Amendment to the Constitution of the State
of Texas and the enabling Act relative thereto, and all other laws passed by the
Legislature of the State of Texas relating thereto or which may hereafter be passed by
said Legislature in relation to such matters.

Section 2.04. - Streets-and Infrastructure and public improvements.

The city shall have the full power, authority and right to exercise in any manner
authorized or permitted by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas when
necessary or desirable to construct, develop, improve, expand, widen and maintain or
cause to be constructed, developed, improved, expanded, widened and maintained,
within or outside the city limits any public streets, sidewalks, alleys, drainage facilities,
sanitary sewer facilities, water and storm drainage facilities and public buildings,
facilities or other public improvements and to impose, levy and collect assessments or
other charges for the costs of such development and improvements in any manner not
prohibited by state law.

ARTICLE 3. - CITY COUNCIL

Section 3.03. - Mayor pro tem.

The city council shall elect one (1) of its members to serve as mayor pro tem, who shall
temporarily perform the duties of mayor in case of the absence or inability of the mayor
to perform the duties of office, and who shall for such time be vested with all the powers
belonging to the mayor. In such event, the mayor pro tem does not assume the office
of the mayor and no vacancy is created in the office of the mayor or mayor pro tem. In
case of the absence of both the mayor and the mayor pro tem, the remaining council
members shall select one (1) of their members to act in the place of the mayor. The
mayor pro tem shall be selected—after—elected following each election or runoff

election, if applicable and shall serve for the remainder of such person’s term a

pertod-of two-(2)-years, subject to removal as mayor pro tem at any time by a vote of
two-thirds of the total membership of the council._A_councilmember may be elected

to serve as mayor pro tem for more than a single term.
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Section 3.04. - Compensation

Each member of the city council shall receive as compensation the sum of one hundred
fifty dollars ($150.00+80-06) per diem for each city council meeting attended by such
member, said compensation in no event to exceed the sum of seven five thousand eight
twe hundred dollars ($7,800.005,200-600) per annum; provided however beginning
January 1, 2030 the city council shall receive as compensation the sum of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) per diem for each city council meeting attended by such
member, said compensation in no event to exceed the sum of ten thousand four
hundred dollars ($10.400.00) per annum. In addition to the above, all necessary
expenses incurred by members of the city council in the performance of their official
duties shall be paid by the city.

Section 3.06. - Council misconduct.

A wWillful violation of any provision of this charter by any member of the city council
feoeuneil} shall constitute grounds for a charge of official misconduct. Any complaint
or charge of official misconduct against a member of the city council shall be made
in writing on a form provided by the city, sworn to before a notary public, and
filed of record with the city secretary. Such complaint shall describe in detail the
act or acts complained of, and the specific section(s) of this charter alleged to have
been violated. The city secretary shall immediately provide a copy of the
complaint to the entire city council including the implicated member of the city
council, and immediately refer the complaint to the city attorney, who shall
initially review the complaint to determine if the complaint contains sufficient
detail and alleges a violation of the charter. The non-implicated members of the
city council may reject the complaint or may appoint outside legal counsel or
direct the city attorney, or the city attorney in the city attorney's discretion may
appoint outside legal counsel, to investigate the complaint and to submit a written
report to the entire city council as soon as possible but not later than 15 business
days after the filing of the complaint with the city secretary. Such report shall be
comprehensive and explain in detail all facts, findings, and conclusions in support
of the investigating attorney’s opinion as to whether a violation of this charter
occurred. Not later than ten (10) days nor more than thirty (30) days after receipt
of the investigating attorney’s report the non-implicated members of the city
council shall either reject the complaint or schedule the complaint for a public
hearing before the non-implicated members of the city council. At such public
hearing, the member of the city council charged with official misconduct shall
have the right to present evidence in defense but shall be disqualified from voting
as to such person’s innocence or guilt. At the conclusion of the hearing, a vote shall
be taken, and upon the affirmative and-shall-autherize-the-counetl-by-a vote of two-
thirds of the total membership, not including the member charged with official
misconduct, te—expel-such offending member shall be removed from the council if
found guilty after-apubliechearing, and thereby create a vacancy in the place held by
such member. The investigating attorney and city council shall have the power to
subpoena witnesses and require the production of documents, records, and files of
any type relevant to the charge of misconduct. The decision of the council in the
exercise of such power of removal shall be subject to review by the courts.
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Section 3.07. - Council vacancies.

(b) Council members. Vacancies in the city council other than in the office of mayor,
where the same do not exceed one (1) at any one time, shall be filled by appointment
by majority vote of the remaining members of the city council, by a person meeting the
qualifications of the charter to serve the remainder of the unexpired term; provided

however a member of the city council who has resigned or otherwise vacated their
position, may not vote on the appointment of such council member’s replacement
on the city council to fill the unexpired term of office. When there are two (2) or

more vacancies at any one time, the vacancies shall be filled by special election to be
held on the earliest date allowed by law for the purpose of allowing the qualified voters
of the city to elect a person to serve the remainder of the unexpired term unless the date
of the next general election for city council occurs first.

Section 3.07 — Council vacancies.

(¢) Should the mayor or a council member announce such person’s candidacy for
another elective public office, other than the office then held or for another place
on the city council, or becomes a candidate in any general, special or primary
election for any elective public office other than the office then held, such
candidacy shall constitute an automatic resignation of the office then held.

Section 3.10. - Open Meetings.

All meetings of the city council shall be open to the public except as otherwise
permitted by state law, and the rules of the city council shall provide that with the
exception of emergency meetings and authorized closed meetings of the city council,

the public eitizens-eftheeity-shall have a reasonable opportunity to be heard at the
meetings of the city council, in regard to any matter there considered.

Section 3.13. - Summoning witnesses.

The city council shall have power to summon and compel the attendance of witnesses
and the production of any documents, records and files of any type beeks-and-papers
before-#t whenever it may be necessary for the more effective discharge of its duties,
and shall have the power to punish for contempt before it with the same fines and
penalties as the County Judge may punish for contempt before the County Court. All
processes shall be signed by the mayor, attested by the city secretary and shall be served

by any peace the-chief-ofpelice-or-anypelice-officer or other person authorized to
serve process of the-said-eity.

Section 4.02. - Designated places.

The places of the several council members shall be designated as Places No. 1, 2, 3, 4,
5 and 6. Council members in Places 1, 2, 3 and 4, shall have been a resident of reside
i their correspondingly numbered districts for at least one (1) year prior to the date
of election andemain shall continuously reside in that district for the period of time
that they serve in that place. The mayor and council members in Places 5 and 6, may

3
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reside in any district. The council place for the mayor shall be designated as Place 7.
All six (6) council members and the mayor shall be elected by all of the qualified voters
of the city.

Section 4.03. - District revisions.

The city council shall appoint a commission, starting in January 1992 and every ten
(10) years thereafter, to review the district boundaries in order to maintain a
substantial equality of population in each district. They shall advise the city council,
who shall within six (6) months of appointment fix the boundaries by ordinance, if
necessary. The commission shall be made up of qualified voters from all the districts
of the city.

Section 4.04. - Qualifications.

Each member of the city council shall, in addition to the other qualifications
prescribed by law, be on the date of the election a qualified voter, a resident of the city
for at least one (1) year prior to the date of election, and at least twenty-one (21) years

of age. Council members designated Places No. 1, 2, 3. and 4, shall, in addition to

the other qualifications prescribed by law and this charter, be a resident of their
corresponding districts for at least one (1) vear prior to the date of election and

continuously reside in that district during that person’s term of office.
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Section 5.01. — Recall of mayor and city council members.
The mayor and any council member of this city may be recalled and removed from

office by the qualified voters of the city. eleetors-qualified-to-vote

Section 5.02. — Procedure.

(@ Before the question of recall of the mayor or a council member shall be submitted
to the qualified voters of the city, a petition addressed to the city council of the City of
Richardson demanding the recall of the mayor or a council member shall first be filed
with the city secretary, which petition shall name the mayor or council member whose
removal is sought, and must distinctly and specifically state the ground or grounds
upon which the petition for removal is predicated such as incompetency,
misconduct, or malfeasance in office with such certainty as to give the mayor or
council member sought to be removed, notice of the matters and things with which
such officer is charged eentaina—ecompletestatement-of-thegroundsfor-which-the
remeovalisseught: A separate petition shall be required for the mayor and each council
member whose removal is sought.

(b) The petition shall be signed by qualified voters of the city equal in number to at
least ten percent (10%) pereent of the total number of qualified voters of the city on
the date of the last regular municipal election of the city.

© Notice shall be given in writing to the city secretary by five (5) registered qualified
voters of the city on the first day that such petition is circulated, and the total signatures
required must be secured and the petition filed within thirty (30) days thereafter.

(e) Within ten (10) days after the filing of such petition, the city secretary shall examine
the same and from the list of qualified voters of the city ascertain whether-ernet said
petition is signed by the requisite number of qualified voters of the city. The city
secretary shall attach to said petition a certificate showing the result of such
examination.

(f) If by the secretary's certificate the petition is shown to be insufficient, it may be
amended within ten (10) days from the date of said certificate. If an amended petition
is filed %e the c1g secretary shall within ten (10) days after such filing examine

3 3 R e atron-of the satd amended
petrtron and 1f the city secretarg s certrﬁcate shows sh%% the amended petition
to be insufficient, it shall not be further amended.

(g) If the petition is found to be sufficient, the city secretary shall within five (5) days
or at the next regular city council meeting, whichever is later, submit it and the
certificate declaring the petition to be sufficient to the city council, and notify the
affected mayor or council member sought to be recalled. The-eityeouneil,+n In the
event that the mayor or council member fails to resign, the city council shall order ard
set an election to be held on the earliest date allowed by law following the submission
of the certified petition to the city council.

Section 5.03. — Appeal.
Should the city council fail or refuse to order an election as herein provided for the
recall of the mayor or a council member, when all the requirements for such election
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have been complied with by the petitioning residents eitizens, in conformity with this
article of the charter, then it shall be the duty of any one of the district judges of Dallas
County, Texas, upon proper application being made therefore, to order such election
and to enforce the carrying into effect of the provisions of this article of the charter.

Section 6.01. - Appointment.

The council shall appoint a city manager, who shall be the chief administrative and
executive officer of the city. The city manager shall be accountable to the council for
the proper administration of the city. The city manager may be appointed without a

definite fixed time. Fhe-eity-manager-shall be remeovable-at-the-will-and pleasure
of the-council-by-avote-of the majority-of the-entire-eeuneil: The city manager shall

receive such compensation as may be fixed by the council.

Section 6.02. - Qualifications.

The city manager shall be chosen by the council solely on the basis of executive and
administrative training, experience and ability, and without regard to political
consideration. The city manager need not, when appointed, be a resident of the City of
Richardson or the State of Texas, but shall be a resident of the city within six (6)
months after appointment. No member of the council shall, during the time for which
elected, and one (1) year thereafter, be chosen as city manager.

Section 6.04. - Removal.

The city manager shall be removable at the will and pleasure of the council by a
vote of the majority of the entire council. Unless otherwise provided in an

employment agreement with the city manager, if H-the city manager is removed
from office by a vote of the majority of the entire council after servmg the first three
(3) months following appointment to office, snless-eth 3 FaEH FHEER
the city manager may demand written charges and the right to be heard thereon at a
public meeting of the council prior to the date on which the city manager's final removal
shall take effect, but pending such hearing the council may suspend the city manager
from office. The action of the council in suspending or removing the city manager shall
be final, it being the intention of this charter to vest all authority and fix all
responsibility for such suspension or removal in the council.

Section 6.05. — Powers and duties.
(c) To exercise control over all departments and subdivisions thereof created by the
charter, or that may hereafter be created by the council or by the city manager, except

as otherwise provided herein.

(e) To attend all meetings of the council, except for absences due to illness, vacation,
or city business, with the right to take part in the discussion but having no vote. The

city manager shall be entitled to notice of all special meetings. The city manager shall

designate an employee to represent the city manager during any absence from any
meetings of the council.
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Section 6.07. — Investigations.

The council, the city manager or any person or committee authorized by either or both
of them shall have power to inquire into the conduct of any department or office of the
city, to make investigations as to city affairs, and for that purpose may subpoena
witnesses, administer oaths and compel the production of any documents, records
and files of any type pertinent beeks—papers—and-other-evidence—matertal to said
inquiry. The council shall establish by ordinance penalties for contempt in refusing to
obey any such subpoenas or failure to produce any documents, records, and files of any
type, beeks;papers-and other evidence, and shall have the power to punish any such
contempt in the manner provided by ordinance.

Section 7.03. — Municipal court judge.

The judge of the municipal court, while in office, shall be a bena-fide resident of the
City of Richardson, a duly licensed, practicing attorney in the State of Texas, and shall
be appointed by the city council for a term of two (2) years, subject to removal by the
city council by a vote of two-thirds of the total membership of the city council.

Section 8.03. — Responsibility of department directors

The directors of departments appointed by the city manager shall be immediately
responsible to the city manager for the administration of their departments, and their
advice in writing may be required by the city manager on all matters affecting their
departments. They shall prepare operating budgets departmental-estimates, which
shall be open to public inspection, and they shall make all their reports and
recommendations concerning their departments at stated intervals, or when requested
by the city manager.

Section 9.02. - Appointments.

The council shall appoint members to all boards and commissions, who are qualified
voters of the City of Richardson, who have been residents of the State of Texas for at
least one (1) year and residents of the city for at least one (1) vear si()menths
immediately prior to the date of such appointment, and who hold no elected public
office and are not in arrears in taxes or other liability due the city.

Section 9.10. — Zoning board of adjustment.

(b) Second Paragraph - In exercising the above-mentioned powers, such board may
reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision or
determination appealed from and may make such order, requirement, decision or
determination as ought to be made, and te-the-end shall have all the powers of the
administrative official from whom the appeal is taken.
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(b) Third Paragraph - The concurring vote_by at least ef seventy-five percent (75%)
of the members of the board shall be necessary to reverse any order, requirement,
decision or determination of any such administrative official or to decide in favor of
the applicant on any matter upon which it is required to pass under any such ordinance
or to effect any variation in such ordinance.

(d) Procedures. A chairperson and vice-chairperson shall be appointed by the city
council. Meetings shall be held monthly or as required. All matters heard by the board
of adjustment shall be heard by a the minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) of the
members of the board.

The board shall adopt rules in accordance with the provisions of any ordinance adopted
pursuant to this section. Meetings of the board shall be held at the call of the chairperson
and at such other times as the board may determine. Suek The chairperson, or in the
absence of the chairperson, the acting chairperson, may administer oaths and compel
the attendance of witnesses. The board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing
the vote of each member upon each question, or, if absent or failing to vote, indicating
such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of
which shall be immediately filed in the office of the board and shall be a public record.

No member of the board shall be excused from voting on any matter before the board
unless otherwise required by law.

Section 9.11. - Civil service board.

(b) Powers. The civil service board, subject to the approval of the city council, shall
adopt, amend, and enforce a code of rules and regulations providing for appointment
and employment in all p051t10ns in the cla551ﬁed service wh1ch shall have the force and
effect of laws—

theyushal—l—b%d—rsfmssed—and—femstated;! and shall assure the enforcement of the ClVll

service sections of this charter and of the rules adopted under the powers herein granted.

(c)Membership and terms. The civil service board shall consist of five (5) members
who shall be appointed for two (2) year terms.

(e) Minimum standard. The civil service board shall fix a minimum standard of

conduct and efficiency for each grade in the service, and whenever it shall appear
from the reports of efficiency made to the said board that the conduct and
efficiency of any employee has fallen below this minimum, that employee may be
called before the board to show cause why such employee should not be removed,
suspended or reduced in grade, as the board shall determine.

(f)_Payroll certified by the board. The city shall not make payment of any salary
or_compensation for service to any persons holding a position in the classified
service unless the payroll or account of such salary or compensation shall show
that the persons named therein have been appointed or employed and are

performing service in accordance with the provisions of the charter and of the
rules established thereunder.
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Section 9.12. — Civil service appeals board.

(b) Powers. The civil service appeals board shall have final jurisdiction to hear and
decide all appeals made to it by any suspended, reduced, demoted or discharged
employee in the classified service, and the judgment or decision of a majority of the
members of the civil service appeals board at a hearing shall be final. Any aggrieved
employee who desires to appeal to the civil service appeals board must do so promptly
and within ten (10) days from the date that the aggrieved employee received
notification of the suspension, demotion, reduction or dismissal action by giving
written notice to the civil service appeals board efappeals. The civil service board shall
set a hearing date within twenty (20) days after receipt of the notice of appeal, and an
a civil service appeals board shall be convened to hear the appeal. The aggrieved
employee may be represented by counsel and shall have the right to an open hearing
and to compel the attendance of witnesses to testify on behalf of the aggrieved
employee. The appeal to the civil service appeals board shall not suspend the execution
of the order of suspension, reduction, demotion or discharge pending final decision of
the civil service appeals board. The civil service appeals board may either sustain or
reverse the action taken against the employee, or may modify or amend the action as it
may deem justified, appropriate and equitable in light of all the facts and circumstances
of the particular case.

() Appeals proceedings. In any appeals proceeding conducted by the board, it shall
have the power to subpoena and require the attendance of witnesses and the production

thereby of any documents, records and files of any type beeks-and papers pertinent
to the proceeding and to administer oaths to such witnesses.

Section 10.04. - Promotions in the classified.
The board shall provide rules for the classified service, competitive class that

PROP A

PROP DD

PROPH

affords all emplovees an opportunity for promotion prior to a position being

posted to external candidates. Thebeoardshall providefor promeotion—to—all
itions.in theclassified . itive_elass.
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Section 10.05. - Probation period.
Appointment or promotion in the classified service shall not be deemed complete until

a probationary period has been completed. A probationary period-nette-exeeedsi6)
smenths shall be determined by the civil service board for each employee classification.

Section 11.04. - Public hearing.

At the council meeting when the budget is submitted, the council shall name the date
and place of a public hearing. The hearing shall be no less than fifteen (15) days after
the budget is filed. Public notice of the hour, date and place of such hearing shall be

published in a newspaper of the city or by such means as may be allowed by state
law, not less than ten (10) nor more than thirty (30) days before the hearing. At this

hearing, the public eitizens—of-the—eity-may be present and express their opinions
concerning items of expenditures and revenue.

Section 14.01. - Power of initiative.

The people of the City of Richardson reserve the power of direct legislation by
initiative, and in the exercise of such power may propose that any ordinance, except
those not legally authorized to be considered by initiative by the state constitution or
state law, be submitted to the qualified-voters-efthe city council by submitting a petition
to the city secretary which shall contain the full text of the proposed ordinance, signed
by qualified voters of the city equal in number to at least tea (10 eight percent (8%)
of the total number of qualified voters on the date of the last regular municipal election.
The petition may consist of one (1) or more papers circulated separately, and the

signatures thereto may be upon the paper or papers containing the form of the

petition, or upon other paper attached thereto. For a petition signature to be valid,
a petition must contain, in addition to the signature: the signer's printed name,
residence address, county of residence, date of signing, and either voter
registration number or date of birth, and must comply with any other applicable
egulrements grescrlbed bg state law JEh%s*gﬂam-res—te—ﬂ&%pe&Heﬂ—ﬂeed—ﬂet—al-l—be

w&h—aﬂyeﬂ&er—app}reab}e%qh&remeﬂts—pfes%%e%% One (1) of the signers
to each of such papers shall make oath before an officer of the State of Texas competent
to administer oaths that each signature is that of the person whose name it purports to
be and was signed by such person on the date indicated. All petition papers comprising
an initiative petition shall be assembled and filed with the city secretary as one
instrument on the same day.

Section 14.02. - Examination of initiative petition.

Within ten (10) days from the date of filing an initiative petition, the city secretary shall
examine the same and ascertain from the list of qualified voters of the city whether or
not said petition is signed by the requisite number of qualified voters of the city, and
shall attach to said petition a certificate showing the result of such examination. If by
the secretary's certificate, the petition is shown to be insufficient, it may be amended
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within ten (10) days from date of said certificate. The secretary shall within ten (10)
days after receipt of such amendment make like examinations of the amended petition.
If the secretary's certificate shall show the same to be insufficient, the petition may not
be further amended, however, a new petition may be filed to the same effect. The city
attorney shall review the petition to determine that it is a proper subject and in proper
form. If the petition shall be found to be sufficient, the secretary shall submit the same
to the city council without delay.

Section 14.09. - Power of referendum.

The qualified voters of the city may require that any ordinance enacted by the city
council be submitted to the qualified voters of the city for approval or disapproval by
filing a petition with the city secretary within forty-five (45) days after passage of said
ordinance or within forty-five (45) days after its publication, whichever is later. The

petition may consist of one (1) or more papers circulated separately, and the
signatures thereto may be upon the paper or papers containing the form of the
petition, or upon other paper attached thereto. For a petition signature to be valid,
a petition must contain, in addition to the signature; the signer's printed name,
residence address, county of residence, date of signing, and either voter

registration number or date of birth, and must comply with any other applicable
requirements prescribed by state law. Said petition shall be signed by qualified voters

of the city equal in number to at least ter eight percent (846%) pereent of the total
number of qualified voters of the city on the date of the last regular municipal election.
Within ten (10) days after the filing of the petition the city secretary shall examine the
same and from the list of qualified voters of the city ascertain whether the petition is
signed by the requisite number of qualified voters of the city. If by the city secretary's
certificate, the petition is shown to be sufficient, the petition shall be presented to the
city council, the ordinance shall thereupon be suspended from taking effect, and it shall
be the duty of the city council to reconsider such ordinance, and if the same is not
entirely repealed the city council shall submit the ordinance to the vote of the qualified
voters of the city at the next uniform election date or other date allowed by state law.
Such ordinance shall be suspended from taking effect and shall not later take effect
unless a majority of the qualified voters of the city voting on the same shall vote in
favor of the ordinance. The power of referendum shall not apply to ordinances levying
taxes, appropriating money, authorizing the issuance of bonds, zoning and any
ordinance not the proper subject of referendum by the state constitution or state law.

Section 17.01. - Chureh-and-seheolp Property assessments.
No property of any kind, religious organization ehureh, school or otherwise, in the

city ef Richardsen shall be exempt from any of the special taxes and assessments
authorized by this charter or state law; except as provided by state law.

Section 17.03. - Execution, garnishment and assignment.

Cltg grogerg; is not subject to any kind of executlon and Exeeptas—provided-by
: W ~realand Ona peing-to-theeity shall not be liable

to be sold or approprlated under any wr1t of executlon or cost b111 Except as otherwise

provided for by the laws of the State of Texas or Federal law, city funds are not
subject to garnishment and the city is not required to answer in any garnishment
proceeding. The city shall not be obligated to recognize any assignment of wages

or funds by its employees, agents, or contractors, except as
11
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egulred bg the laws of the State of Texas —He%s‘h&H—the—fbmds—be}eﬂgng—te—the—eﬁy—

Section 18.05. - Public library.

The city shall establish and maintain a public library or libraries within the city free to
the residents of the City of Richardson and-te cooperate with any person, firm or
corporation under such terms the city council may prescribe for the establishment of
such public library or libraries, and to that end the city council shall appropriate
annually out of the general revenue of the city a fund for the support and maintenance
of the public library or libraries.

Section 18.07. - Condemnation of dangerous structures.

Whenever, in the opinion of the city council, the city manager, or other appropriate
city official, any buildings, fence, shed, awning or structure of any kind or part thereof
is liable to fall down and injure persons or property, the city eeuneil-may order the
owner or agent of the same or occupant of the premises to take down and remove the
same within such time as it may direct, and may punish by fine all persons failing so to
do. The city eeuned shall have the additional power to remove the same at the expense
of the city on account of the owner of the property and assess the expenses thereof,
including condemnation proceedings, as a special tax against the land, and the same
may be collected as other special taxes provided for in this charter, or by suit in any
court of competent jurisdiction. The city eeuret shall have full power to condemn all
dangerous buildings or obstructions of any kind and may provide regulations therefore
by ordinance.

Insurance

omissions llabllltv pollcv or other appropriate insurance coverage to protect the
city from any loss caused by any city official, and city emplovee, including the city
manager, deemed necessary by the city council, with the premium to be paid by

the City.

Section 18.09. — Continuity of Government.
(a) Notwithstanding any other law, a quorum of the city council is not required
to act if the city is wholly located or partly located in the area of a disaster
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declared by the President of the United States or the Texas Governor and a
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majority of the members of the city council are unable to be present at a
meeting of the city council as a result of the disaster.

(b) In _case of a local disaster when a legal quorum of the elected city council is
unable to be present at a meeting, due to multiple deaths or injuries rendering
such person(s) unable to perform the duties of a member of the city council
due to physical or mental incapacity, the surviving member or members of
the city council who are able to perform the duties and not otherwise
physically or mentally incapacitated, or highest surviving city official, if no
members of the city council remain, must within twenty-four (24) hours of
such disaster, request the County Judge of Dallas County Texas to appoint a
commission consisting of not more than five (5) members who are city
residents qualified to hold the office of a member of the city council, which
shall include all surviving members of the city council, who are able to
perform the duties and are not otherwise physically or mentally
incapacitated, or the surviving city official, if applicable, to govern the city
during the disaster and within fifteen (15) days of such appointment call a city
election to be held as soon as practicable, or as provided in the Texas Election
Code, for the election of a required quorum of the city council, if for good
reason it is known that a quorum of the present city council will never again
meet.

Section 18.10.- Code of Ethics.

The city council shall enact a code of ethics for the members of the city council
and for appointed members of a city board, commission, or committee established
by ordinance, this charter, or state law, as defined in such enactment, to serve not
only as a guide for official conduct of such public officials, but also as a basis for
discipline for those that refuse to abide by its terms, the overriding interest being
that such public officials shall at all times strive to avoid the appearance of
impropriety. The city council shall review the code of ethics at least once every two
vears following its adoption.

Section 19.03. - Charter amendment.
This charter may be amended no more than once every two (2) years. Amendments

to this charter may be proposed and submitted to the qualified voters of the city
for approval at an election:

(a) By action of the city council submitting a proposed amendment te-the

votersfor-appreval; or

(b) By action of the city council following a report of a charter commission created
by ordinance; or

(c) By the s %ML&M%M

voters; of the c1g consistent w1th state law—Prepess an-amendmer he
of-the-e HH-bebyy = contammg the full text of the proposed

aw. There shall be no limitation as to

amendment and-sha
the subject matter.
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Section 19.06. — Non-Substantive Changes Renumbering.

The city council shall, without approval of the qualified voters of the city, have the
power, by the adoption of an ordinance, to_make the following revisions and

changes to the renumber articles;sections;—subsections—and-—subparagraphs—ofthis
Charter or any amendments thereto, without making any substantive changes, as it

shall deem appropriate.

(a) Renumber articles, sections, subsections, and subparagraphs; and

(b) Correction of spelling, punctuation, and cross references.

The revisions and changes adopted by ordinance under this section are not
intended to and shall not be interpreted as making any substantive change to the
Charter or any amendments thereto. Upon passage of any ordinance authorized
in this section, copy thereof, certified by the City Secretary, shall be forwarded to
the Secretary of State.

Section 19.07. — Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Charter, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly
indicates a different meaning:

“Business Day” means any day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, a federally
recognized holiday, the day after Thanksgiving, or Christmas Eve. The use of the
word “day.,” when not used as part of the phrase “Business Dayv,” means a

calendar day.
“City” means the City of Richardson, Texas.
"City Council", "Council", "Member(s) of the City Council" and

"Member(s) of the Council' means and includes the mayor and the six (6) council
members of the City Council of the City of Richardson, Texas.

“Constitution” means the Constitution of the State of Texas.

"Councilmember(s)" or "Council member(s)' means the six (6) members of
the City Council of the City of Richardson, Texas excluding the mayor, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise.

“Day” shall mean calendar day.

“Laws of Texas'" shall include the Constitution and statutes of the State of
Texas, the common law as it exists in the State of Texas, and appropriate case law.

“Manager” means the City Manager of the City of Richardson, Texas.

“Month” shall mean a calendar month.

“State” shall mean the state of Texas

“State law” or “the laws of the state of Texas” means the laws of the state of
Texas
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“Person” shall mean anv individual, trust, estate, partnership (general,
limited, or limited liability), joint venture, company, corporation, association,
limited liability company, or other legal entity, business organization or

enterprise.

“Qualified Voter” or “Qualified voter of the City” shall mean a person who:
(1) is 18 vears of age or older; (2) is a United States citizen; (3) has not been
determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be:
(A) totally mentally incapacitated; or (B) partially mentally incapacitated without
the right to vote; (4) has not been finally convicted of a felony or, if so convicted,
has: A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including any term of
incarceration, parole, or supervision, or completed a period of probation ordered
by any court; or (B) been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting
disability to vote; (5) is a resident of this state; and (6) is a registered voter. For
purposes of Subsection (4), a person_is not considered to have been finally
convicted of an offense for which the criminal proceedings are deferred without
an adjudication of guilt.

“Registered Voter” shall mean a Qualified Voter of the City registered to
vote.
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